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The Annual Meeting of St. Paul Lutheran Church will be Sunday, January 
22, 2017 at 10:45 am in the church Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

We will discuss the business of the church, reviewing the past year and 
looking forward to 2017. The budget for the coming year will be presented 
for approval and four Church Council  
members will be elected. All voting   members of the congregation are 
encouraged to attend.   
 

All people who have reports for the Annual Report are asked to have them 
in to the church office as soon as possible.  The Annual Report of our 
congregation will be mailed to every member the week before the Annual 
Meeting. Please read over the information in the Annual Report and bring 
the report with you to the meeting.  
 
Please join us on Sunday, the 22nd for the Annual Meeting. 

  

 



 
 

December 
 

Our 5th-6th graders went shopping in Garrison with Gifts From the 

Heart Stars. We filled gifts for 20 stars. The youth had raised $357 

from a bake sale in the fall, specifically to buy Christmas Gifts for 

adults and youth in our community. We had a fun time and then ate 

supper together. Thank you to all that supported the Bake Sale! It's 

nice to know that the youth wanted to make a difference in the life of 

their neighbors.  

 

Our LYO sold Fleischkuechle on the streets during the "Dickens 

Festival". Thank you to all of the sellers/fryers/runners for your help. 

Also thank you to all of you buyers and supporters of our LYO. You all 

make this fundraiser possible! 

 

Several activities were cancelled due to weather. Joyful Noise met to 

practice song for Christmas Eve Service. The 9th-12th LYO met for 

God 'n Games 'n Goodies! We played Sardines and had some good 

conversation.    

 

We enjoyed our Sunday School Christmas Program on December 11, 

"Breaking News From Bethlehem". Thank you Sue Hendrickson for all 

of the planning and organizing that you do for our Programs. Thank you 

Mark Torno for putting all the videos/sound together. It turned out 

very well and the program was very enjoyable. Great job Sunday School 

Youth and Sonshine Choir! If anyone has a video of the program, would 

you let Loree know? 



 

January 
 

The 7-12th grade LYO is having a raffle for fundraising for the 

National Youth Gathering in Houston Texas, in 2018. Our fundraising 

also supports all youth activities throughout the year. The Raffle 

Tickets will be sold during fellowship in January with the drawing on 

January 22, during St. Paul's annual meeting. You can also buy tickets 

from the 7-12th grade youth. There are lots of fun prizes! 

 

The 9-12th LYO meets Saturday, January 7 at 7:30pm for God 'n 

Games/Movie. 

TnC 7-12th graders meet after worship on January 8th in couch room. 

The 6-8th LYO meets Saturday, January 14 after Basket Ball Games 

(maybe around 8pm to 10pm) for God 'n Games. 

 

We are asking each 11-12th grade family to bring a pie for fellowship 

on January 22. 

 

11-12th grade LYO is serving pie for fellowship, for St. Paul's annual 

meeting on January 22. 

 

other: 

 

MOPS: St. Paul's is sponsoring a MOPS (Mother's of preschoolers) 

group. The group meets the first Monday evening of most months. the 

January meeting is on the 9th, from 6-8pm. Holly Klemisch is the 

coordinator. Anyone interested, or wanting more information can get a 

hold of Holly at email- hjmerriman@yahoo.com or FB- Holly Merriman 

Klemisch or phone- 701-471-3848. Loree Jeffers is the overseer and 

Lori Smith is the Church Council representative. 

 



Bible Study: We will finish up the "Me I Want to Be" bible/book study 

on January 3 & 10 at 10am. We will start another morning Bible Study 

in March. Look for a signup sheet on Loree's office door for the next 

Bible Study book.  

 

I wish you all a very blessed New Year! Thanks for making my job fun 

and rewarding!  Loree 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering envelopes for 2017 were mailed December 26th.  If you have not 
received a packet of envelopes by the beginning of January, please call the 
church office at 463-2019. 

 

Circles 
 

Circles meet Jan. 4th at the church at 10:00 am.   



Church Council Highlights 
 
 
The Church Council met December 18, 2016. 
 
November   
Offering - $14,896.00 
November 
Expenses - $13,373.06 
YTD  
Offering - $155,747.39 
YTD 
Expenses - $164,780.25 
Difference (-9,032.86) 
 
Membership transfer to St. Paul:  Holly & Cory Gislason, Hayden Ogilvie, Kamryn 
Gislason, Kelty Gislason and Kaida Gislason;  
Russell & Dawn Pegors, Jayden & Kaelie;   
Bev Hill;  
Gary & Jennie Bergstrom. 
 
Batteries have been changed in all of the safety lights at church.  
 
Because of the large amount of snow we have received already this winter, we are 
working to move some of the snow away from the church building and from the roof.  
 
The Annual Meeting of St. Paul Lutheran Church will be January 22, 2017 following 
morning worship.  
 
We received a donation of $400 from Garrison State Bank and Trust as a yearend 
donation and a $100 donation from the Apehangers Motorcycle Group for use of the 
church kitchen for Dickens.  
 
The Church Council is seeking nominees to serve on the Church Council. If you would 
be willing to serve, please contact Mike Youngs or Laura Bright.    
 

Next meeting is Sunday, January 8, 2017 at  
7:00 pm.  
 



One of our Bible readings one Sunday in church was Romans 6:1-14. 
 
That reading comes from the middle of a conversation Paul was having with the 
Christians in Rome. The chapter starts with Paul asking "What are we to say to this?"  
 
Paul has described something before he asks this question. What he described is all 
that God has done for us. God forgives us. God loves us in abundance. Jesus died for 
us. God loves us so much that God is willing to overlook our sin and our humanness so 
that God can love us. So that God can care for us. In fact, God's love for us is so great 
that God calls us his children. God says we're brothers and sisters with Jesus. It doesn't 
get any better than that. The greatest thing for us is to be called a child of God.  
 
Then, Paul says "what then are we to say to this?"  
 

 
 
 
At the least I think we should say "thanks" to God. Or we should say "Praise God for  
all that God has done for us." Or as the hymn "We are Baptized in Christ Jesus" says in 
the third verse,  
"Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son, glory to the Holy Spirit, ever 
three and ever one; as it was in the beginning, glory now resounds again in a song that 
has no ending. Amen." That's what we should say for all that God has done for us: 
Glory to God without ending.  
 
Paul says that God has given us life. Part of that is eternal life. God is preparing a 
heavenly home for us. That's God's greatest gift.  
 
But God gives us life now. Life with God. Paul wants us  know what we're going to do 
with that life. Some of what we do is come to worship and listen to God speak to us 
again. If we ever doubt God's love or God's forgiveness or God's hope for us, we can 
come to worship and hear that story again. Or it's simply good to come and gather 
together as the children of God.  
 
Some of what we do with that life from God is carry it with us when we go into our lives 
that is away from worship. We don't only live as a child of God at church. We live as a 

child of God in every place. We share the life of God with everyone. 

 



The life of God is in us to share. The life of God is in us to share in any way we can. The 
life of God is in us to share in every way we can. We are the children of God. That's the 
life we live now and forever.  
 

Dick Hendrickson 

 

 
 


