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The Annual Meeting of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church will be Sunday, 
January 27 at 10:45 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
  We will discuss the business of  

the church, reviewing the past year and looking forward to 2019.  
The budget for the coming year will be presented for approval 
and four church council members will be elected.  All voting 
members of the congregation are encouraged to attend. 
 
  All people who have reports for the Annual Report are asked to 
have them in to the church office by January 16th.  The Annual 
Report of our congregation will be mailed to every member the 
week before the Annual Meeting.  Please read over the informa-
tion in the Annual Report and bring the report with you to the 
meeting. 
     
     
Also after worship on Sunday, January 27 the          
Social Action Committee will be serving a soup/ 
salad/ sandwich lunch as a fundraiser for high 
school senior scholarships. Please stay for lunch 
and the Annual Meeting! 

 
Julie Gienger RETIRING 

Julie Gienger will be retiring from her duties as our financial 
secretary on January 1.  A very special thank you to Julie for her 
many, many years of service to St. Paul Lutheran.  Julie, we 
appreciate all of your hard work and we wish you well!! 
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   Greetings, dear church! 
Well, the new year for the liturgical calendar, which sets the 
rhythm for the church, began the first Sunday of Advent and now 
the rest of the world is catching up… Happy New Year! 
 
I love the hope that comes with new beginnings, which seems to 
be none more evident than at the start of a New Year… I crack 
open a new planner, a new calendar just waiting to be filled with 
joyous events and gatherings, goals and good intentions. 
However, it doesn’t seem to take too long before some of the 
magic of the New Year begins to fade… Joyous events and 
gatherings dwindle, replaced by meetings and commitments. 
Goals and good intentions are overwhelmed by to-dos and 
obligations. Before I know it, the hope of the New Year and of 
what might be takes a backseat to the reality of the present. 
 
Of course, my hope--our hope isn’t bound to or by the New Year 
or what might be, but is instead rooted in Christ. The one who 
makes all things new. And the renewal Christ brings about and 
shares with us doesn’t just come once a year, but daily. For Christ 
is ever with us and we are always being made new. In baptism, 
we are born anew; and when we remember our baptism and 
therefore remember both what we say no to--sin, death, and the 
devil--and who we say yes to--the triune God--we are being made 
new. And in Holy Communion God gives God’s very self for us 
and grants us forgiveness--again, making us new.  
 
The renewal received in Christ can’t and won’t be scheduled, or 
placed on a list waiting to be checked off. And thanks be to God 
for that, because if it depended on our resolve we would be left 
waiting and wanting... The renewal Christ shares comes as sheer 
gift over and over and over again. This is no magic that fades, but 
is rather an everlasting promise.  
 
In Christ,  Pastor Annie Langseth 

 



   
The Christmas Choir Festival was held 
December 9 in a joint worship service with             
First Congregational Church of Christ.  

Songs were sung and scripture was read to tell the story of  
Jesus’ birth.  It was a wonderful morning sharing ministry with 
our neighbors. God is so good! 
   I want to thank all of those who participated in Christmas Choir 
this year.  It was exciting to have new members and a large group 
of voices!  It was a pleasure to make music with you.  Thank you 
also for the Fezziwig’s gift certificate.  When I treat myself, I will 
think of you all and fondly remember our time together! 
   A special thanks to accompanist Kim Gehring who graces us 
with her time and talent.  She helps us out, makes us better and 
keeps us smiling along the way! 
   Another special thanks to Marcia Zimmerman for adding the 
beautiful flute accompaniment to the song “Still, Still, Still”. We 
appreciate you! 
   I hope you had a wonderful Christmas and wish you many 
blessings in 2019. 

Lisa Haugen 
 
 

2018 Christmas Choir Members 
Sopranos:  Altos:   Tenor/Bass: 
Wendy Koelzer  Susan Ekstrom  George Babcock 
Loree Jeffers  Kari Gratton  Mike Youngs 
Mackenzie Fuller Pat Larson  Janis Sloka 
Cheryl Mehlhoff Karen Meier  Kyle Giffey 
Deb Youngs  Morgan Souza  Chandler Hertz 
Alyssah Torno  Joleen Splichal  Brad Rohde 
Melanie Zimney Allyson Youngs  Lu Graeber 
Stacy Majeres  Jill Borth  Lisa Maki 
Marian Lehnherr Marlyn Zimmerman Mike Zimmer- 
   Marcia Zimmerman                  man    
 
    

 



Sonshine Friends Club 
  The Sonshine Friends Club will have a time     
change starting this month.  They will be 
meeting 3:00-4:45 p.m. on January 2, 9 and 
30.  The leaders will stay at the church until 
5:00 p.m. for parents that work until then. 
   On Wednesday, January 16 the Club will meet 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
as that is an “early out” day at school. The Sonshine Friends Club 
will NOT be meeting on Wednesday, January 23. 
A reminder to parents: Please text Julie Retterath (701-337-6805) 
or Holly Klemisch (701-471-3848) if your child will not be 
attending on Wednesdays.  This saves them from having to 
search the school or buses for your child.  Thanks!! 
 
       
        “Come on, ring those bells”…. 

When Lisa Maki discovered that St. Paul’s has              
a full set of handbells, she announced that she 
had directed a handbell choir before and would 
love to do it again.   

If you are able to read music and are interested in helping form a 
handbell choir, please contact Lisa.  At this time, she is looking to 
gather a list of potential “ringers”.  Once she knows the level of 
interest, practice times and possible performances will be 
discussed.  There is not a minimum (or maximum) age for 
members, but they have to be able to read music.   If you are 
interested in this new venture, please contact Lisa by email at 
ladymakattak@yahoo.com or text/call 701-500-0595. 
 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

Interested in learning more about St. Paul Lutheran and becoming 
a member? Please visit with Pastor Annie or email her 
(rev.langseth@gmail.com). We are planning an informational 
get-together to be scheduled in February and are looking to 
receive new members in worship in February as well. 
 

 

 



 
Youth Happenings: 
-Our LYO sold Fleischkuechle on the streets during the "Dicken's 
Festival". We cleared $2100 and sold close to 1000 fleisch-
kuechla!  
-Confirmation youth helped pack boxes of food for Gifts From 
The Heart. They were very helpful and appreciated.  
-We enjoyed our Sunday School Christmas Program on 
December 16. There were two plays; “The Good News Flash” 
and “The Christmas Story – Jesus is the Same-Yesterday, Today 
and Forever”.  Thank you to Lisa Maki for all the planning and 
organizing of the plays and to everyone else who assisted in any 
way.  
Youth stay tuned to email for coming youth events. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S BULLETINS 
Parents, did you know that we have children’s bulletins 
called “Kids Celebrate” available each Sunday?  They 
follow the lessons for that Sunday and contain various 
activities such as word games, drawings, mazes, and more. 
These bulletins are on the table in the church entry, along 
with crayons for the kids to use.  Check it out!! 
 

MOPS 
St. Paul’s is sponsoring a MOPS (Mothers Of Preschoolers) 
group.  The group meets the first Monday evening of most 
months.  The January meeting is on the 7th, from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  
Holly Klemisch is the coordinator.  Anyone interested in joining 
or wanting more information should contact Holly at her email 
hjmerriman@yahoo.com or on Facebook- Holly Merriman 
Klemisch or per phone 701-471-3848.  Loree Jeffers is the 
overseer. 
 
 
 



                 
 
 
 
 ~The Women of the Church wish to thank everyone who baked, 
worked at the booth and bought their goodies at the Dickens 
Festival Bake Sale.  They made $1973.00.  Thank you for helping 
them make this another success!! 
 
~I wish you all a very blessed New Year!  Thanks for the support 
and help during our transition into a new Pastor and Secretary.  
We are blessed to have Pastor Annie and Secretary Pat! I…am 
very blessed to be a part of this congregation with all of the love 
and support you continue to give. Thanks to so many that have 
volunteered to keep programs going that we feel or see are 
important to the growth of our relationship with Jesus and each 
other.  THANKS!  I love you, Loree 
 
~ Thank you to all of the fleischkuechla sellers/fryers/runners for 
your help in making this fundraiser a success. Also thank you to 
all of you buyers and supporters of our LYO. 
 
~Teresa Souza wishes to thank Lisa Maki and everyone else who 
covered her activities while she was in CA.  She feels blessed to 
have an amazing church family. 
 

Devotionals 
“Christ in our Home” and “The Word in Season” daily 
devotionals for January, February and March are on the table in 
the church entry.  Please help yourself to copies. 
 

 
Bible Study 

We will be starting a new Bible Study on 
January 22 entitled “The Power of a Woman’s 
Words” by Sharon Jaynes.  If you are interested 
in purchasing a study guide, sign up on Loree’s 
office door by Jan. 6.  The cost is $8.00.  

 
 



    
 
The church council met on December 6.  Pastor Annie reported 
that she had 4 pastoral visitations.  There will be a Baptism on 
December 30.  The average Sunday worship attendance has been 
157. Confirmation classes will resume in January, with a study of 
John’s gospel. Pastor Annie and Loree hosted a Faith Formation 
monthly meeting in November.  Pastor Annie had some vacation 
in November and will have another one in February. 
   Loree reported on LYO October and November events, her 
Tuesday morning Bible Study and a financial class that was held 
for 11th and 12th graders. 
   Dennis is still researching insurance companies for the church 
Committee Reports: 
 -A new Mutual Ministry committee has been appointed.  The 
purpose of the committee is to affirm and strengthen the mission 
of the parish and the ministry of the staff.  We believe that 
sharing and communicating on a regular basis will improve the 
ministry of St. Paul’s. 
 -The Social Action committee will hold a fund raiser for senior 
scholarships.  It was decided that scholarships will be awarded to 
students in the month of January following their high school 
graduation.  The committee sent out 14 care packages this Fall to 
current college students.  21 Operation Christmas Child boxes 
were sent out. 
 -Property committee will be meeting and church gutters are a 
major concern. 
 -Decorating committee decorated for Christmas. 
 -Welcoming committee is working on a welcome package for 
visitors. 
   In other business: A CD due to mature on 12/30/18 will be 
reinvested.  Jim Schlehr will do snow removal this winter.  The 
Majeres’ were paid for lawn care that they provided this past 
summer.  There is a new software program that we will be using 
for financial record keeping. A new church directory will be 
created on it. It has many great tools which are quick and easy to 
access. 
   The next meeting will be January 13 at 11:00 a.m. 

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS



 
Financials: 
Income      $16,566.21 
  Year to date Income  $149,200.87 
Expenses     $16,564.69 
  Year to date Expenses   $157,725.96 
Difference      ($8,525.09) 
 
 

Offering Envelopes 
Parishioners were able to pick up their 2019 offering envelopes 
when attending worship services in December.  Envelopes will be 
mailed to the rest of our members. If you have not received a 
packet of envelopes by January 10th and wish to do so, please 
contact Pat or Loree in the church office at 701-463-2019. 
 
 

    SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School resumes again on       
January 6.  It is also the next Share 
Sunday.  All St. Paul children are 
invited to bring a dollar, a picture, a 
note or a card for Mishi and Donia 
 
 

New Directory 
We will be working on a new church member directory in the 
new year so watch for requests for your current address, phone 
numbers, birthdates and other information.  Eventually this will 
be part of our new software system and you will be able to access 
it and update it on your own, as needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


