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The Annual Meeting of St. Paul Lutheran         
Church was held on Sunday, January 27.  
Included in the order of business were  

elections to fill four Church Council positions that were open due 
to expiring terms.  Mark Torno and Rebecca Myers were re-
elected to the Council.  MaLynda Kramber and Andrew Haugen 
were elected to fill the vacancies of Dennis Ness and Traci 
Ruhland. 
  The new council met briefly after the Annual Meeting to elect 
officers.  Mark Torno was re-elected as President.  Keith Thelen 
was elected Vice-President.  Laura Bright will continue as 
Secretary. 
  Congratulations to our new Church Council members!  And 
thank you to Dennis Ness and Traci Ruhland for your years of 
service!! 
 
    

FEBRUARY IS PAPER MONTH 
February is once again being designated as  
“Paper Products” month at the church.  We  
ask for donations of paper products that are 
used by the church as a way to keep costs 
lower.  The products that we need are copier paper, napkins, toilet 
paper and paper towels.  Copier paper should be 8 ½” by 11” or  
8 ½”  by 14”, white paper.  It usually comes in 20 pound reams of 
500 sheets.  Paper may be purchased by the ream or by the case, 
which is 10 reams.  Donated paper products may be placed in the 
designated box in the church entry.  Any and all donations of 
these products are appreciated.  Thanks for your help!! 
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St. Paul Lutheran will be hosting its annual  
Church Supper on Sunday, March 3, serving 
4:00-7:00 p.m.  The menu will include turkey 
& dressing, roast pork, mashed potatoes & 
gravy, coleslaw, green bean casserole, 
cranberry sauce, buns and apple dessert. 

The Church Council is in charge of the supper this year, with 
Curtis Moe, Gene Willits and Nicole Folden Gieser serving as co-
chairmen.  This is always a big project and requires lots of 
volunteers.  It is a great opportunity to work together for our 
church, so watch for worker sheets and sign up!! 
 
The Women of St. Paul Lutheran are again 
selling raffle tickets for items that are to be     
given away at the Spring Supper on March 3. 
Items in the raffle include a quilt, table runner, 
jewelry, coffee/hot chocolate basket, cookie basket and other 
miscellaneous items.  The tickets sell for $2.00 per ticket or three 
tickets for $5.00.  See Vicki Fure for tickets. 
 

GIFTS PROGARM 
Have you heard of the Western North Dakota Synod's GIFTS 
program? GIFTS, which is short for Growing In Faith To Serve, 
is a lifelong faith formation opportunity that helps participants 
grow in their faith and share their faith through service and 
proclamation in their homes, congregations, and wider 
community. The next GIFTS offering, "Faithful Innovation in a 
Disruptive Age", will be led by Luther Seminary’s Rev. Dr. 
Dwight Zscheile from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on February 2nd at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Bismarck. If you're interested 
in attending please connect with Pastor Annie to get registered.  
 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND RAISER: 
The Social Action scholarship fundraiser lunch raised almost 
$1000.  Thank you to Rohdes, Larsons, and seniors and parents 
and all who made soups, sandwiches and bars. We appreciate all 
who donated to our cause!! 
 

 



Youth Happenings: 
LYO events in January: 
Jan 20 Supper, movie & games planned for grades 7-9, but no 
attendance 
Jan 21 Kids from grades 9-12 gathered at Fezziwigs for talks, 
games and drinks 
Jan 25 Some 9-12 graders had supper and talks with Loree 
Jan 27 Seniors helped with worship and then they and their 
families served the fundraiser lunch for scholarships. Great job!! 
For February: 
Support our youth in sports, dance, speech, small and large group 
music…and the list goes on. 
Youth should stay tuned for upcoming events. Help Loree with 
dates that work for you. 
              
    
 
  Church Council met on January 13. $10,000.00 will be put into 
Mission Investment ELCA, with the intent to grow more interest.  
$6932.49 from a maturing CD will be put into a money market. 
  Loree Jeffers will take over as our financial secretary, which is a 
paid position. 
  The new computer system (Breeze) is up and running.  New 
offering envelope numbers are being entered into that system. 
  Raise increases are being offered to Pastor Annie, Loree, Kim, 
Sundi, Carol, Pat and Lisa.  Christmas bonuses will also be given 
to Pastor Annie, Loree, Sundi, Kim, Carol, Robin, Pat and Lisa. 
  Mark continues to work on updates to the constitution. Dennis 
continues to be looking into new insurance coverage.   
  A proposed budget for 2019 will be presented at the Annual 
Meeting. 
  A cleaning day is being proposed for doing a deep cleaning of 
the church. 
Committee Reports: 
Mutual Ministry Committee met Jan. 3. 
Parish Education Committee will meet Jan. 20 to discuss VBS. 
Social Action Committee is serving a soup/salad/sandwich lunch 
on Jan. 27. 
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December Financials: 
Income      $29,342.46 
  Year to date Income  $178,543.33 
Expenses     $18,434.30 
  Year to date Expenses   $177,332.30 
Difference       $1,211.03 
 
 

    SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday, February 3 is the next Share 
Sunday.  All St. Paul children are 
invited to bring a dollar, a picture, a 
note or a card for Mishi and Donia 
 

February 3rd is also the next Sunday School field trip to BLC.  
Parents are encouraged to have their children bring their snow 
gear as it will be cold as they walk to BLC.  Parent help would 
also be welcome that day! 
 

New Directory 
Included in this Epistle is a form requesting information that will 
be used to publish a new church directory.  Our current directory 
was done in January 2016, so is in desperate need of updating!  
On the second page you will see that we are requesting 
information on your church history.  We will use this information 
to update your membership profile in our new Breeze system.  
This information is most helpful to the Pastor and will not be 
included in the information which can be accessed by the public. 
 
 

Looking Ahead… 
  March 3 Spring Supper 
  March 6 Lent begins, Ash Wednesday 
  March 14 March Epistle items due 
 
 

 



Greetings, dear church! 
  One of the refrains the Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, Rev. 
Elizabeth Eaton, emphasizes is that we are church together. 
Bishop Eaton reminds us that we as the ELCA are one church 
across the nation, one church in over 9,000 places. No single 
congregation can be all things to all people, but each 
congregation can faithfully serve its community in Christ’s name. 
In doing so, our brothers and sisters in Puerto Rico minister on 
our behalf. Our brothers and sisters in Washington minister on 
our behalf. And we of St. Paul Lutheran minister on the behalf of 
our brothers and sisters in the ELCA around the country in our 
service to our neighbors right here in Garrison. We are church 
together. 
  As we zoom in within the life and ministry of our congregation 
we also see that as individuals we, too, are church together. The 
church is not just the pastor, not just the council, not just a select 
group of people. Rather, the church is each and every one of us. 
The church is all of us.  
  Martin Luther taught about the “priesthood of all believers.” An 
emphasis of this doctrine is that every Christian has the capacity 
to minister to others in Christ’s name. Not just pastors or 
deacons, but every Christian. In our baptisms we are all called 
and the “priesthood of all believers” takes that seriously. Since 
we are all priests we therefore can all minister to each other 
through our particular vocations using our particular gifts; as such 
the reach of God’s love as shared through people goes well 
beyond the walls of churches. 
  Within our congregation there are numerous opportunities for 
service at any age. There are one time service projects, weekly 
worship services and times of fellowship, various committees that 
meet at least quarterly, annual events, and more. Big and small, 
there is a place for you and your gifts. I encourage you to discern 
the ways in which God might be calling you to serve in our 
congregation, as well as the ways in which God might be calling 
you to minister in our community.  
  We are the priesthood of all believers. We are church together. 
Thanks be to God! 
In Christ,  Pastor Annie 


