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  Christmas is one of the most important times of the church 

year.  It is the season that we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  

There are many special church activities in December. 

 

    Midweek Advent services will be held on the first three 

Wednesdays in December. 

   

   On December 8th, St. Paul Lutheran and the First United 

Church of Christ will have a joint Christmas Choir Festival 

service here at our regular 9:45 a.m. time.   

 

   The Sunday School Christmas Program  will be presented 

during worship on December 15th.   

 

      Our Christmas Eve candlelight service will begin at 4:30 

p.m.  Communion will be served and the choir will sing. 

 

   Christmas Day communion worship service will be held 

at 10:30 a.m.  

 

   Please join us in celebrating Jesus’ birth during these 

worship services! 
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Midweek Advent Worship 
       We are taking a new approach to our 

       midweek Advent worship services this  

            year and introducing Advent Dinner 

       Church.  Dinner Church will be held on  

       Wednesdays, December  4, 11,  and 18 

from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   

      Several volunteers are needed each week to bring 

crockpots of soup and loaves of bread for the meal we will 

share in together. Please see the sign-up sheet on Loree’s 

sign-up window; however if you have any questions, please 

speak with Pastor Annie. 

 

          Christmas Choir Festival 

   This year’s Christmas Choir has 

             joined singers from our congregation 

           and that of the First United Church of 

Christ.  It is directed by Chandler Hertz, the Garrison High 

School music teacher, and accompanied by Kim Gehring. 

They will perform during worship on December 8th.  This 

special service will share the Christmas story with songs 

and Scriptures. 

 

DECEMBER CIRCLE INVITE 

All women from St. Paul are invited to a fun Christmas 

Circle on Wednesday, December 4 at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. We will have caramel rolls, coffee, play 

Bible Trivia, and end up with Pass the Present game.  Please 

bring a white elephant gift wrapped to be used for the game. 

 

Poinsettias 

We are hoping to adorn our Sanctuary with poinsettias 

again this year.  See the order form later in the Epistle. 

 

 

 



 
Sunday School Christmas Program  
   The Sunday School children will be  

performing three, short 1-act plays for the  

Sunday School Christmas Program during  

worship on Sunday, December 15th.  

   The Preschool, Kindergarten and 1st Grade students will 

be in all three plays as the shepherds, sheep and angels.  The 

first play will be Deck The Halls & Trim The Tree and will 

feature our 2nd, 3rd, & 4th graders.  Our 5th grade students 

will make up the cast of the second play, entitled I Didn't 

Think It Would Happen Like This!  The final play is 

Footprints To The Manger and will feature our 6th grade 

class members.  Lisa Maki will be directing all three plays. 

   Rehearsals will be held during the regular Sunday School 

time on December 1st and 8th.  

   The Sunday School students will need to be at the church 

by 9:00 a.m. on December 15th to get into their costumes 

and prepare for the show. Lisa is asking for 3-4 parents to 

volunteer to help her dress and "entertain" the kids prior to 

"show-time" that morning. If any parent can assist in this 

manner, please let Lisa know as soon as possible.   

   Lisa says that she and the students look forward to 

entertaining our congregation with their theatrical greatness 

as we celebrate the Reason for the Season! 

 

                 Dickens Bake Sale Booth 
  The Women of St Paul will be sponsoring a  

  bake sale booth in the English Market at the  

  Garrison Auditorium during the second weekend 

of the Dickens Festival, December 6th and 7th .  The bake sale will 

run on both days from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Come and let 

these women do your holiday baking for you!! 

 

 

 



 

                                   

 

 

The 1st of December ushers in the first Sunday of Advent, 

and therefore, the beginning of the Christian church year. 

Unlike our civil calendar, we don’t kick off this new church 

year with resolutions focused on our own self-improvement; 

instead we begin with a season of expectant waiting and 

preparation with our attention focused on the coming of 

Christ. And so we begin our new year in Advent, reminding 

ourselves that in the midst of the busyness of our lives we 

are wise to slow down. To watch and wait for the Lord. 

What better way to “watch and wait” than gathered together 

in worship and fellowship?  

In addition to our Sunday worship, we will gather together 

on Wednesdays in Advent (the 4th, 11th, and 18th) for 

“dinner church” services at 6:30 p.m. This is perhaps a new 

style of worship for us at St. Paul’s, but one that finds its 

roots in the earliest days of the church. As we engage in 

table fellowship together, we also engage in scripture and 

prayer together. As we share supper together, we also share 

in the Lord’s Supper. Connecting the stories of our lives 

with the stories of our faith, and searching for Christ in all 

of it. 

 

“Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take 

courage; wait for the Lord!” -Psalm 27:14- 

 

        Together In Christ,  

       Pastor Annie 

 



 

    Fleischkuechle Sales 

Our LYO Youth will again be participating as a Dickens 

Street Vendor by selling fleischkuechle on Garrison’s Main 

Street each evening of the Dickens Festival.  Their booth is 

located beside the Fire Fighter’s Museum and they serve 

4:30-6:00 p.m.  Stop down to support our youth and enjoy 

good eats!! 

 

GIFTS FROM THE HEART 
   St. Paul Lutheran is assisting with the Garrison Chamber 

of Commerce’s Gifts from the Heart program again this 

year.  We have a drop off box in the church entry for 

collecting non-perishable food items.  Please be sure that 

your items are not out of date.  There are gift giving trees 

located in both Garrison banks for individual gifts to 

recipients.  The wrapping of those gifts will take place here 

in our Fellowship Hall at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 

17th.  On Saturday, December 21st from 8:00-9:30 a.m., the 

Chamber will be filling Gifts from the Heart baskets here in 

the Fellowship Hall for distribution later that day.  Anyone 

interested in helping with either of these two events is 

invited to come and lend a hand. 

 

German Supper/Silent Auction Update 
About 200 people attended this year’s German Supper. A 

profit of about $2,200 was made on the supper.  That money 

will be divided between Camp of the Cross Ministries and 

our LYO Youth.  Silent Auction proceeds of $781 will be 

donated to Camp of the Cross for their new Fellowship 

Center.  The German Supper and Silent Auction committees 

wish to thank everyone who attended the event, those who 

helped serve and those who donated Silent Auction items.  

It was another successful event!! 



      

 

Church Council met on November 21, 2019. 

Old Business:  Lu is close to having a brochure about our 

church complete.  Annual meeting is scheduled for January 

26, 2020. Sexual misconduct policy has been adopted for St. 

Paul and turned in to our insurance company.  Pastor Annie 

is working on a wedding policy handbook.  The trees have 

been removed from the north side of the church and an 

individual has indicated an intent to pay for the remaining 

costs and include a donation to the carpet fund. 

New Business:  Mark applied roof heat tape to the roof and 

gutter to prevent ice damming. We are looking into setting 

up an Endowment Fund.  Offering envelopes will not be 

mailed this year but will be available at the church for those 

who want them.  A 2020 budget planning committee was 

established to create a budget before the January council 

meeting.  The following council members terms will expire 

in January- Gene Willits, Sarah Chase, Nicole Folden 

Gieser, and Laura Bright.  Curtiss Moe has resigned from 

the Council.  An offering was received for the following: 

$500 to Little Lunches, $500 to Camp of the Cross, $225 to 

Operation Christmas Child and $3775 to the General Fund.  

Committee Reports:  Worship and Parish Ed. Committees 

plan to meet in January. Social Action plans to meet before 

the Annual Meeting.  Cultivating Generous Congregations 

met and will meet again soon.  No reports from Tech/Audio, 

Property, Fellowship and Altar Guild. 

The next meeting is December 19 at 7:00 p.m. 

Financial Update 

          October 2019  Year to Date   

Income  $13,160.11  $144,540.20  

Expenses $13,233.55  $160,056.29 

Difference     (-$ 73.44)            (-$15,516.09)   

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 



     
          
 

From Loree’s Desk 

November: 

  17th- 7th-12th grade LYO met for TnC (Talk N Coffee) 

and had some good discussion.  

  23rd- 7th-12th grade LYO met for Tacos and Games. We 

fixed some good Tacos and played some fun games!  

  24th- Preschool-6th graders did an Advent Wreath Activity 

after Sunday School. They learned about the season of 

Advent – waiting for the coming of Jesus at Christmas and 

forever. 

  29th,30th- Confirmation youth and helpers sold 

Fleischkuechle as vendors during Dicken's. 

 

December: 

  1st,8th- Christmas Program Practice during Sunday School 

for Preschool-6th grade 

 1st, 6th,7th,13th,14th- Selling Fleischkuechle on Main Street 

4:30-6:00pm 

15th - Christmas Program during worship 

22nd- “Joyful Noise" provide Special Music during worship 

TBA - LYO Movie Night   

TBA – LYO Art/Decorating Couch Room Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

Advent Devotional 
Are you looking for an Advent devotional? A couple of free 

online resources include Clergy Stuff’s daily devotions, 

which follows the Narrative Lectionary: 

https://clergystuff.com/daily-devotions. Another option is 

Luther Seminary’s 2019 Advent Devotional, “O Come, O 

Come, Emmanuel.” This devotional is free and can be 

downloaded as a printable PDF from Luther’s website. You 

can also sign up to receive all of Luther Seminary’s daily 

God Pause devotions throughout not just the season of 

Advent, but the whole year; these devotions are emailed 

directly to you. For more information please visit: 

www.luthersem.edu/advent. And if you are on Facebook, 

Pastor Annie will be sharing devotions on our St. Paul 

Lutheran Facebook page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

 

2020 Offering Envelopes 

The number of offering envelopes being used has 

significantly decreased with the increase of electronic 

giving.  In an effort to save the cost of postage, 2020 

offering envelopes will not be mailed out.  Instead, there 

will be a sign-up sheet for 2020 offering envelopes.  After 

you indicate the desire for envelopes, they will be provided 

to you so that the envelope numbers match your current 

giving account. 

 

https://clergystuff.com/daily-devotions
http://www.luthersem.edu/advent


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to give a poinsettia for enjoyment this 

Christmas season, please fill in the information below.  The 

cost of the plant will be $18.00 and they will be purchased 

by the Church.  To order a plant please place this completed 

form along with $18.00 in an envelope and place it in the 

offering plate or send it to the Church. Plants may be taken 

home by the purchaser after the Christmas Day Worship.  

Ordering deadline is December 14th. 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF:_________________________________ 

 

 

IN HONOR OF:___________________________________ 

 

 

YOUR NAME:___________________________________ 

 

 

 

 


